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I am responsible for risk management services 

and adjusting property/casualty claims in the 

Diocese of Sioux City, and I also provide risk 

management services including safety 

inspections, contract review, and 
communication of sound risk management 

policies for the Diocese of Des Moines.



CHURCH SECURITY
Å While there has been a dramatic, palpable 

change in the way we protect and secure 
our school facilities over the last 25 years, our 
churches and other parish facilities have 
lagged behind.

Å As headlines have shown us several times 
over, churches are vulnerable, òsoftó targets 
for acts of domestic terrorism.

Å In response to these events and countless 
inquiries from our membership, Catholic 
Mutual has prepared a comprehensive field 
guide for use in evaluating your worship sites 
and other parish facilities in terms of safety 
and security.

Å A copy of this 72 page document will be sent 
following this meeting for the benefit of your 
and your building security committeeõs 
review.



THANK YOU!

After a full week on inspections, one 

thing has stood out to me more than any 

other. Our Diocesan locations are 

generally very well cared for and 

maintained. This is due in large part to 

the dedication of our business, 

managers, facilities managers, and 

custodial staff. Your commitment to 

maintaining and preserving our churches, 

schools, and other facilities does not go 

unnoticed!

Thank you!

St. Patrick ð Grand River



POST INSPECTION
EMERGING TRENDS

Following a yearõs worth of 

inspections in two different 
Dioceses, a few trends related to 

preventative measures have 
emerged. The following slides will 
touch on a few of these.

St. Anthony ð Des Moines



GUTTERS & DOWNSPOUTS

Gutters and downspouts play a pivotal role in 

ensuring water and snow melt are directed away 

from our facilities, preventing an interior water 

damage event. Here are a few items to consider 

when doing your own routine checks of your 
facilitiesõ gutter and downspout systems.

Å Ensure downspout extensions are installed as 

needed.

Å Ensure splash blocks are tilted away from the 

buildingõs foundation.

Å Ensure regular checks of the gutters to clear 

debris.

Å Ensure downspouts and gutters are undamaged.



PROPER STORAGE PRACTICES

Adequate clearance around and a clear path 
to our pivotal building systems must be 
maintained. 

Å 36ó clearance around water heaters

Å 36ó clearance around furnaces

Å 36ó clearance around breaker panels

Å 72ó clearance around boiler/pressure vessel 
systems

We recognize that storage is at a premium in 
many of our locations, but please remain vigilant 
about maintaining these minimum clearances 
around these systems.


