Bulletin 

The following are thoughts or ideas that you can incorporate into your Bulletin announcements or announcements for Father after Mass. 

Weekend of the Appeal 
In the Gospel of the Transfiguration, Peter, James, and John encounter Christ’s glory and are changed. Peter speaks personally: “Lord, it is good for us to be here.” That moment of encounter was not abstract — it was deeply individual. Yet they cannot remain on the mountain; they are sent to carry His light into the world. Each disciple saw, heard, and responded.
Stewardship begins the same way—by recognizing the gift of Christ among us and responding with gratitude. Jesus invites you to “go up the mountain,” to encounter Him personally in prayer and the sacraments. And then, strengthened by that friendship, to come down and reflect His light in your family, parish, and community. 
Today is Annual Diocesan Appeal Sunday, an opportunity for Sowing God’s Spirit across our Diocese. Your prayer, your generosity, your yes, supports ministries, forms future priests and deacons, strengthens parishes and schools, and serves those in need. 
Through the Annual Diocesan Appeal, with prayers and generous support, we can provide the place for all to encounter Christ through sacraments, service and each other. 
Show video before or after weekend Masses
March 7/8
In this Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus meets the Samaritan woman at the well in the middle of an ordinary day. A simple conversation becomes a life-changing encounter. Jesus offers her living water, restores her dignity, and sends her back to her village with a joyful invitation: “Come and see.”
That same mission continues in the Diocese of Des Moines. Each day, ordinary people like you reflect God’s grace through welcome, encouragement, and care—creating places where others encounter Christ and discover they belong.
Through the Annual Diocesan Appeal, your generosity strengthens ministries, forms future priests and deacons, cares for clergy, supports Catholic Charities, and brings hope to those in need. Please give prayerfully and generously, helping Christ’s living water reach every corner of our Diocese.
Thank you to the _____ families who made a gift to the Annual Diocesan Appeal last weekend. We are _____ away from meeting our parish’s goal! If you have not yet made your gift, please prayerfully consider doing so. It is not too late. 
Ongoing commitments to the Annual Diocesan Appeal help us to sow the seeds that sustain the Catholic Church in southwest Iowa. The resources provided to us through the Diocese enable us to fulfill these missions.  (Insert the ways that your parish makes use of the resources and services from the Diocese office. 
Your contribution card can be dropped in the collection basket, brought to the parish office, or mailed to the Diocese. You can make an electronic gift by scanning the QR code in your pew or visiting DMDiocese.org/giving.  We need your help in meeting our parish’s ADA goal and sustaining the Catholic Church in southwest Iowa. Funds raised above our goal will be returned to the parish for our needs. Every prayer and each gift, regardless of the size, is vital to the success of the Appeal. Thank you for your generosity and kindness!
March 14/15
In this Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus restores sight to the man born blind. Where others looked for someone to blame, Jesus chose encounter. He stopped, touched him, and brought light not only to his eyes, but to his life.
This Gospel speaks to the heart of parish life. Our parish is called to notice those who feel unseen, to cultivate connections where Christ’s light reaches people in need, and to become a community of friendship and belonging. A warm welcome, an encouraging word, a caring presence—these simple acts help others see Christ and know they belong. Our parish is called to do the same—to notice the unseen and reflect Christ’s compassion.
Through the Annual Diocesan Appeal, your generosity strengthens ministries, forms future priests and deacons, cares for clergy, supports Catholic Charities, and brings hope to those in need. Please give prayerfully and generously, helping Christ’s light reach every corner of our Diocese. Your gift creates encounters. 
March 21/22
When Lazarus falls ill, his sisters send word to Jesus: “The one you love is ill.” What follows is a story of friendship, patience, and hope. Jesus enters the sorrow of Martha and Mary, weeps with them, and invites all present into a profound encounter with God’s power and love. At the tomb, Jesus calls Lazarus back to life—but He also turns to the community and says, “Untie him and let him go.” New life is revealed through communion and shared responsibility.
This is the mission of our parish. We are called to cultivate connections that help people move from grief to hope, from isolation to belonging. Through prayer, service, and care, we accompany one another and make space for Christ to act.
Through the Annual Diocesan Appeal, our parish joins with others to support ministries that bring life and healing—forming future priests and deacons, caring for aging clergy, serving families in need, and strengthening parishes, schools, and outreach across the Diocese. Your gift creates encounters. 
March 28/29th, Palm Sunday
In the Passion, Pilate asks a question that echoes through every generation: “What shall I do with Jesus?” Surrounded by fear and division, Jesus stands in silence, choosing love over power. Rejected and condemned, He walks the path of the cross, yet from that cross He draws all people into communion, bridging the divide between God and humanity.
That question is ours as well. What will we do with Jesus who meets us in the suffering, the overlooked, and the searching? As a parish, we choose not to turn away. We remain present. We cultivate connections rooted in friendship, compassion, and shared responsibility. We walk with those who suffer and support one another in faith.
Through the Annual Diocesan Appeal, our parish joins with others across the Diocese to make that choice visible - serving the poor, accompanying the hurting, forming future priests and deacons, caring for clergy, and strengthening parish life and schools.
Your gift is a concrete act of solidarity and love. Please give prayerfully and generously, choosing Christ and helping His love remain visible in our community. Your gift creates encounters. 
Easter 
On that first Easter morning, Mary of Magdala came to the tomb while it was still dark. She found the stone rolled away and, in fear and confusion, ran to Peter and John. What began in uncertainty became an encounter with new life. Together, in friendship and care, they witnessed the signs of the Resurrection, and their faith was strengthened. The risen Lord drew them into deeper communion—not alone, but as a community.
That same encounter continues today, ordinary people like you allowing God’s grace to shine in remarkable ways. You may not have extraordinary abilities or abundant time, yet you trust that God has already placed within you all you need to share His love. A warm welcome, an encouraging word, a helping hand—these simple acts create space for others to encounter Christ.
The Annual Diocesan Appeal helps extend this Easter mission beyond our parish. It supports the formation of future priests and deacons, cares for retired clergy, strengthens parishes and schools, and brings hope to the vulnerable. More than programs, it nurtures the gifts God has sown among His people.
In Christ, we belong to one another. Your faith and generosity help proclaim that the stone has been rolled away. Please give prayerfully and generously.

April 12th Divine Mercy Sunday
On that first Easter evening, the disciples were gathered behind locked doors, fearful and uncertain. Then Jesus appeared among them, saying, “Peace be with you.” He showed them His hands and side, breathing the Holy Spirit upon them and giving them the gift of forgiveness: “Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them.” In this encounter, fear became joy, doubt was met with patient guidance, and the disciples experienced Divine Mercy—God’s love and forgiveness made tangible.
Our parish is called to be a place where Divine Mercy is alive. Here, through prayer, friendship, and shared service, people encounter Christ, experience forgiveness, and are drawn into communion with God and one another.
Through the Annual Diocesan Appeal, we extend this mercy beyond our parish—forming future priests and deacons, caring for clergy, supporting those in need, and strengthening parish life across the Diocese.
Your gift is an act of mercy in action. Please give prayerfully and generously, so together we may cultivate encounters with Christ, build lasting friendships, and share His Divine Mercy with all.
April 19th 
On the road to Emmaus, two disciples walked in disappointment, unaware that the risen Jesus was beside them. He listened to their story, broke open the Scriptures, and was made known in the breaking of the bread. Their hearts burned within them, and they returned to Jerusalem with renewed joy and purpose.
Our parish is called to be a place like Emmaus – where Christ walks with us, friendships are formed, hearts are opened and the bread of communion unites us. You may not have extraordinary abilities or abundant time, yet you trust that God has already given you what you need to share His love. A warm welcome, a listening ear, an encouraging word—these simple acts help others recognize Christ walking with them.
The Annual Diocesan Appeal extends that Emmaus encounter across our Diocese. Your generosity strengthens ministries, forms future priests and deacons, cares for retired clergy, supports Catholic Charities, and builds up our parishes and schools. More than programs, it nurtures the gifts God has sown among His people.
Bulletin Announcement for when your parish reaches its goal.
Thank you to all who responded so generously to the Annual Diocesan Appeal! Each year the success of this Appeal depends on you. Again, this year, you have done a wonderful thing - your gifts help ensure the Diocese of Des Moines will be able to continue its mission of serving the people of God in southwest Iowa

